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The Southern Railway,
which had discontinued a
slew of stoppages during
the post-COVID-19 period,
is now restoring or allow-
ing permanent additional
stoppages for trains across
the State. At least a dozen
trains have been provided
new permanent stoppages
in the last few weeks.

The trains included
Mangaluru Central-Kanya-
kumari-Mangaluru Central
Parasuram Express at Vai-
kam Road from November
1, Nilambur Road-Thiruva-
nanthapuram North Rajya
Rani Express at Karunaga-
pally from October 30, Thi-
ruvananthapuram North-
SMVT Bengaluru-Thiruva-
nanthapuram North
Humsafar Express at
Kayamkulam Junction
from November 1, Guru-
vayur-Madurai Junction Ex-
press at Perinad from Oc-
tober 22,
Thiruvananthapuram Cen-
tral-Kannur Jan Shatabdi
Express at Changanassery
from October 9, Nagercoil
Junction-Kottayam Daily
Express at Oachira from
September 3, Ernad Ex-
press at Sasthamkotta from
September 4, and Palarau-

vi Express in Irinjalakuda
from September 8.

Further, Chennai Eg-
more-Guruvayur Express
was allotted stops at Hari-
pad, Chirayinkeezu, Ka-
dakkavur, and Paravur re-
cently. The majority of the
special trains that pass
through the Changanas-
sery railway stations are
now allotted stoppages.
There are around 50 to 100
special train services dur-
ing the festival season, and
during the Sabarimala pil-
grimage season it would be
around 300 services. All
these trains now have stop-
page at Changanassery.

Sources in the Railways
said the spurt in allotting
permanent additional
stoppages is due to politi-
cal pressure rather than
operational reasons. The
majority of the disconti-
nued stops for trains were
between midnight and 4
a.m. For instance, Irinjala-
kuda has lost the midnight
stop of trains like the Mala-
bar Express and the Man-
galore Express, which have
not been restored until
now despite improved
footfall and revenue. As
per the train halt policy, a
stop is provided for trains
based on the revenue gen-
erated from each station. 

Southern Railway
allots new train stops 
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Student leaders who will
lead Children’s Day rally
and public meeting organ-
ised by the Kerala State
Council for Child Welfare
and the State government
in Thiruvananthapuram
on November 14 have been
selected.

Durga Jishnu, a Class IV
student of the lower prim-
ary wing of the Govern-
ment Teachers’ Training
Institute, Manacaud, will
be the children’s Prime Mi-
nister, while Aradhana Pra-
veen, a Class VII student of
V.P.S. Malankara Higher
Secondary School, Venga-
noor, will be the President.
Angel S., a Class VI student
of Government Higher Se-
condary School for Girls,
Cotton Hill, will be the
Speaker. 

Prayag M., a Class IV stu-
dent of Holy Angels’ Con-
vent, Vanchiyoor, will de-
liver the welcome address
at the public meeting or-
ganised in connection with
Children’s Day. Nivedya
R.L., a Class IV student of
Carmel Higher Secondary
School, Vazhuthacaud, will
give the vote of thanks. 

Student
leaders
selected for
Children’s Day
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Eight residents of the Pe-
roorkada Mental Health
Centre who were �t for dis-
charge were sent to live
with their families or in
psychosocial institutions
following an adalat con-
ducted by the District Le-
gal Services Authority
(DLSA) as part of Mano-
nyay-Nilavu schemes of the
National Legal Services
Authority (NLSA) and the
DLSA for rehabilitation
and repatriation of the
mentally ill and the Har-
mony Hub programme for
resolving issues in relation-
ships through mediation. 

The adalat held recently
was presided over by S.
Shamnad, senior civil
judge and DLSA secretary.
Seven DLSA panel lawyers
assisted with the adalat. 

In many cases, families
were reluctant to take back
the residents, most of
them men. They claimed
that once back, the men
would stop taking medi-
cines and become violent
with them. Others claimed
they had no one ready to
take care of the patient full
time.

DLSA adalat: 8
mental health
centre patients
discharged
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A meeting of the Kerala Un-
ion of Working Journalists
(KUWJ) Thiruvananthapu-
ram district general body
on Friday demanded that

the government increase
the pension for journalists
from ₹11,000 to ₹20,000.

A demand was also
raised in another resolu-
tion to include video edi-
tors in the pension
scheme. 

Call for pension hike
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