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Timings
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

THURSDAY, FEB. 12
RISE 06:41 SET 18:31
RISE 02:21 SET 14:08

FRIDAY, FEB. 13
RISE 06:41 SET 18:32
RISE 03:14 SET 15:01

SATURDAY, FEB. 14
RISE 06:41 SET 18:32
RISE 04:05 SET 15:55
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

“Dr. Ravi Pillai Academic
Excellence Scholarship”
will provide wide oppor-
tunities for academic
achievements, Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan has
said.

He was speaking after
inaugurating a function for
distribution of the scholar-
ships at Nishangandhi aud-
itorium here on
Wednesday.

The Chief Minister said
today the education sector
in Kerala was a model for
the country. However, the
State had a dark phase
where the education right
was denied to many. The
struggles by social reform-
ers and national, progres-
sive, and political move-
ments led to the formation
of a united Kerala in which
the fi�rst government led by
E.M.S. Namboodiripad
scrapped fee to make edu-
cation free up to upper
primary. The second EMS
government made secon-
dary education free too.
Government interventions
in the higher education
sector also paved the way
for development of educa-
tion in the State. Continu-
ing these eff�orts, the go-
vernment decided to make

education free up to the
graduate level, the Chief
Minister said. 

He urged students to be
vigilant against attempts to
promote caste-religious en-
mity. Students should re-
tain their humanity to
work for the good of socie-
ty. They must resist drugs
and pledge not to engage
in substance abuse, he
said. 

First phase
In the fi�rst phase, scholar-
ships to the tune of ₹�10
crore will be distributed to
1,501 students. An amount
of ₹�525 crore for the next

50 years had been set aside
for the scheme, being im-
plemented by industrialist
Ravi Pillai as part of social
responsibility. 

The Chief Minister not-
ed that though Mr. Pillai
was a prominent name glo-
bally, the scholarship
scheme for students was a
testimony to his ties with
the State. 

The scholarships would
help students from eco-
nomically weak back-
grounds to reach for high-
er education
opportunities, he said. 

The scholarship will be
given by the Dr. Ravi Pillai

Foundation in association
with NoRKA Roots to stu-
dents from secondary
school level to professional
colleges. 

At the higher secondary
level, 1,100 students will
get ₹�50,000 each. As many
as 200 undergraduate stu-
dents will get ₹�1 lakh each,
and 200 postgraduate stu-
dents will get ₹�1.25 lakh
each. 

Minister for Revenue K.
Rajan presided over the
function. Mr. Pillai, who is
also the NoRKA director,
and NoRKA executive vice-
chairperson P. Sreeramak-
rishnan was also present.

Ravi Pillai scholarship will pave the
way for academic development: CM 
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Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and industrialist Ravi Pillai distributing scholarship cheque to a
benefi�ciary during 'Dr. Ravi Pillai Academic Excellence Scholarship' programme held at Nishagandhi
Auditorium in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN 

The Kerala Film Producers’
Association (KFPA) has
asked actor Biju Menon to
provide ₹�15 lakh as a com-
pensation to meet the al-
leged loss incurred by the
producer of his movie Na-
danna Sambhavam after
the actor had allegedly
failed to turn up for its pro-
motion, despite contrac-
tual obligations.

The KFPA has suggested

that the actor may set apart
the amount from his re-
muneration for the next
movie bankrolled by Listin
Stephen, who is also the
secretary of the producers’
association. 

B. Rakesh, president of
the association, said on
Wednesday that the deci-
sion had been conveyed to
the actor.

Promotional events
The controversy hogged
the headlines after B. Un-

nikrishnan, general secre-
tary of the Film Employees
Federation of Kerala (FEF-
KA), had stated on Monday
that Anoop Kannan, pro-
ducer of Nadanna Samb-
havam, had incurred a loss
of about ₹�25 lakh from his
satellite revenue as the ac-
tor did not turn up for the
promotional events.

Mr. Kannan had lodged
a complaint with the KFPA
alleging that Mr. Menon
had only turned up for a
few hours of the promo-

tion, though the agree-
ment had stated that the
actors had to allocate
around 10 days for promo-
tion interviews and events
as per the agreement with
the producer. The movie’s
promotional events attend-
ed by the lead actors re-
main part of the agreement
signed by the producer
with digital platforms too,
he said.

Mr. Menon could not be
reached for comment des-
pite repeated attempts.

Producers’ body asks actor Biju Menon to
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