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A total of 238 bird species
were documented across
Thiruvananthapuram dis-
trict during the Great Back-
yard Bird Count (GBBC), an
annual four-day global citi-
zen science initiative held
from February 13 to 16.

Endemic species such as
Grey-fronted Green-Pige-
on, Malabar Imperial-Pige-
on, Malabar Grey Hornbill,
Malabar Flameback, Mala-
bar Parakeet, Malabar
Woodshrike, Malabar Star-
ling, Nilgiri Flowerpecker
were listed from various lo-
cations, mostly in the for-
est fringe areas. 

The local e�ort by ap-
proximately 125 volunteer
birders, resulted in 1,160
individual observations
submitted from across the

district, A.K. Sivakumar,
Senior Education O�cer,
WWF-India, and GBBC
coordinator of Thiruva-
nanthapuram district, and
WWF-India State director
Renjan Mathew Varghese
said in a statement. The
district-wide initiative was
bolstered by the Campus
Bird Count (CBC), a spe-
cialised sub-event coordi-

nated by the WWF-India
Kerala State O�ce. This
component engaged 110
birders across 11 educa-
tional and institutional
campuses.

Species observed
Migratory birds including
Indian Pitta, Indian Golden
Oriole, Ashy Drongo, In-
dian Paradise Flycatcher,

Brown Shrike, Orange-
headed Thrush, Asian
Brown Flycatcher, Brown-
breasted Flycatcher, Blue-
throated Flycatcher,
Blyth’s Reed Warbler and
Rosy Starling were ob-
served from across the dis-
trict. 

Other species that were
sighted included the Fork-
tailed Drongo cuckoo,
Crested Hawk Eagle, Barn
Owl, Black-naped Monarch
and the Lesser
Yellownape.

CBC is a grassroots-level
collaborative initiative
spearheaded by represen-
tatives of campuses with
expert support that en-
courages observing and
documenting the birds
found within their cam-
puses and recording them
on global citizen science
platforms.

238 bird species spotted in district
during Great Backyard Bird Count
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Blue-throated Flycatcher and (right) Malabar Trogon. 

Dhaneesh Ravi, 31, a native
of Thiruvananthapuram,
who has been undergoing
treatment in Malaysia since
last December following
burns, was �own to Thiru-
vananthapuram from Kua-
la Lumpur after the inter-
vention of NoRKA-Roots,
the State government agen-
cy that works for the wel-
fare of non-resident Kera-
lites. 

Mr. Ravi, a resident of
Sreekaryam, arrived here
on Friday midnight and
was shifted to Thiruvanan-
thapuram Government
Medical College Hospital
(MCH) for further treat-
ment. Mr. Ravi, who sus-
tained more than 53%

burns, had been undergo-
ing treatment at the Un-
iversity of Malaya Medical
Centre since last Decem-
ber. 

In a similar incident, a
woman named Mini Bhar-
gavan, 54, who sustained
burns in Malaysia, was
brought to Kochi on May 23
last year with the interven-
tion of NoRKA-Roots and
the Loka Kerala Sabha.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Ajith Kolassery, Chief Exec-
utive O�cer of NoRKA-
Roots, said that in both in-

cidents, it is suspected that
the victims were working
as domestic helps after be-
ing tra�cked to Malaysia.
They have not o�cially re-
gistered any complaints
with the State government
agencies. 

The agency has borne
the expense for shifting Mr.
Ravi to the hospital from
the airport here, while his
repatriation was under the
aegis of the Indian Embas-
sy in Malaysia. He was re-
ferred for domiciliary
treatment after being ad-
mitted to the MCH. 

Mr. Ravi was not sure
what caused the accident.
He sustained the burns
during a blast that oc-
curred in the kitchen
where he was working,
said Remya, his wife.

The Sreekaryam
resident �own 
to the city on Friday
midnight and shifted
to the medical
college hospital

Keralite injured in blast in
Malaysia airlifted to State 
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Thiruvananthapuram dis-
trict has a little over
25,26,325 voters in the �-
nal electoral roll published
by the Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) on Satur-
day following the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR).

This number is 3.21 lakh
lower compared to the Oc-
tober 27, 2025, list which
had 28,47,907 voters, but
higher by 86,083 voters
compared to the draft elec-
toral roll published on De-
cember 23, 2025. In all,
24,40,242 voters had �-
gured in the latter list. 

Of the 25,26,325 voters
in the �nal roll, 13,21,354
are women, 12,04,917 are
men and 54 are transgen-
der voters. Thiruvanan-
thapuram has the highest

number of voters in the lat-
ter category in the State. 

The EC formally pu-
blished the �nal rolls fol-
lowing the SIR exercise
which kicked o� in Kerala
with a house-to-house en-
umeration phase on No-
vember 4, 2025.

Constituency-wise list
Among the 14 Assembly
constituencies, Kovalam
has the highest number of
voters (1,99,738), while
Thiruvananthapuram with
1,57,453 voters, has the
lowest. 

The latest voter popula-

tion in the 14 Assembly
constituencies in the dis-
trict are as follows: Varkala
(1,82,681), Attingal
(1,97,231), Chirayinkeezhu
(1,94,981), Nedumangad
(1,97,007), Vamanapuram
(1,87,118), Kazhakuttam
(1,62,723), Vattiyurkavu
(1,63,063), Thiruvanan-
thapuram (1,57,453), Ne-
mom (1,69,371), Aruvikka-
ra (1,80,182), Parassala
(1,93,742), Kattakada
(1,75,589), Kovalam
(1,99,738) and Neyyattinka-
ra (1,66,246). 

Although the SIR exer-
cise is over, voters can still
add their names to the EC
roll, election o�cials stat-
ed. 

Election rules stipulate
that names can be added
to the electoral roll till the
last day of �ling nomina-
tions for the elections. 

SIR: Thiruvananthapuram
has a little over 25 lakh voters
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Among the 14
Assembly
constituencies,
Kovalam has the
highest number of
voters – 1,99,738 

The Senior Citizens
Friends Welfare Associa-
tion has �ayed the Union
government decision to
discontinue the State-level
operations of ‘Elder Line’
(14567) helpline for the el-
derly. Kerala had the high-
est life expectancy owing
to the quality of health ser-
vices in the State. It also
had the highest proportion
of the elderly in the coun-
try. Hence, the service be-
ne�ted Keralites the most. 

The helpline was critical
in informing the authori-
ties concerned of violence
against the elderly as well
as the needs and problems
of the elderly who faced
isolation. Those who called
the helpline were put in
touch with experts and
counsellors for taking
prompt legal action, res-
cues, or rehabilitation. 

This highly bene�cial in-
itiative was now set to be
discontinued by the Union
government at the State le-
vel from April 1 and its
functioning transformed
into zonal operations, with
Kerala included in the
south zone that will be
headquartered in Telanga-
na, the association said. 

With this, the currently
easy and transparent ser-
vice will become very di�-
cult to access for the elder-
ly since after dialling 14567
they will have to select
from pro�ered language
options through phone
keypad inputs and wait for
directions. 

Connectivity could be a
problem if the tra�c was
heavy. Information on
State-speci�c schemes
could be di�cult to come
by. The future of schemes
prepared with Elder Line
involvement such as Salla-
pam and Sayamprabha ra-
pid response team were al-
so uncertain, it said. 

Re-examine
move to scrap
Elder Line,
says forum 
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