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A
Division Bench of
the Kerala High
Court on Tuesday

set aside a single judge or-
der directing the District
Collectors of Ernakulam
and Palakkad to take pos-
session of six churches in-
volved in the dispute bet-
ween the Jacobite and
Orthodox factions of the
Malankara Church.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tice Anil K. Narendran and
Justice Muralee Krishna S.
while hearing pleas chal-
lenging the takeover ob-
served that the single judge
could proceed with the
contempt cases �led in this

regard. The court had in
2024 upheld the single
judge’s directive to the Dis-
trict Collectors of the two
districts to take possession
of the six churches under
the control of the Jacobite
faction. 

The single judge’s order
was passed on a contempt
petition dismissing an ap-
peal �led by the Chief Se-
cretary and the District
Collectors concerned.

Subsequently, the State
�led an appeal in the Su-
preme Court, maintaining
that the directive of the
High Court to the District
Collectors to take posses-
sion of the churches was
beyond the contempt juris-
diction of the High Court.

The apex court then set
aside the High Court judg-
ment and remitted the
matters to the Division
Bench of the High Court,
directing it to decide the
controversy afresh after
hearing all the parties
concerned.

The Additional Advo-
cate General submitted
that an attempt to take ov-
er the churches could lead
to law and order problems

and even result in loss of
human lives.

Court limitation

On Tuesday, the Division
Bench held that the High
Court cannot direct the ci-
vil administration to take
possession of a church in a
dispute relating to the reli-
gious a�airs of parish
churches governed by the
1934 Malankara Church
constitution.

In appropriate cases,
when repeated disobe-
dience of the decree
passed by the competent
court had resulted in a law
and order situation, the
High Court, being the con-
stitutional court, can ren-
der justice by granting pol-

ice protection to ensure
there were no law and or-
der issues in the conduct of
religious services and oth-
er a�airs in the said church
in accordance with the
1934 Constitution.

It would be an abuse of
process for a writ petition-
er to approach the High
Court under Article 226 of
the Constitution of India
seeking a writ of manda-
mus directing the police
authorities to protect his
claimed possession of a
property without �rst esta-
blishing his possession in
an appropriate civil court,
the Division Bench of the
court observed and set
aside the single Bench or-
der.

High Court sets aside order directing
Collectors to take over churches
Churches involved in Jacobite-Orthodox dispute. Division Bench says HC cannot direct civil administration to take over a
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The Kerala ASHA Health
Workers Association (KAH-
WA) has urged voters to de-
liver a verdict against the
LDF government in this As-
sembly election, accusing
it of continuing a vindictive
attitude towards ASHAs
who had waged a nine-
month day-and-night prot-
est demanding basic la-
bour rights.

The demands raised by
ASHAs were totally just, as
they sought minimum wag-
es, retirement bene�ts,
and pension, which were
promises that had been
part of the LDF govern-
ment’s election manifesto
in the 2021 Assembly elec-
tion. However, the govern-
ment responded to the agi-
tation in an undemocratic

and anti-worker manner,
the KAHWA said in a state-
ment here on Tuesday. It
said that after their day-
night strike over 266 days,
they managed to get a no-
minal increase in honorari-
um by ₹2,000 in two
phases.

The KAHWA said that
the government, however,
refused to give them retire-
ment bene�ts. It alleged
that though the govern-
ment agreed to withdraw
the conditions attached to
the honorarium, other
provisions were being in-
voked so that ASHAs conti-
nued to receive a lesser
amount as honorarium.
The KAHWA stated that the
government was authori-
tarian and anti-working
class and that it did not de-
serve to be returned to
power

Vote against LDF,
says ASHAs’ forum 
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday adjourned peti-
tions �led on behalf of
Nimisha Priya — a nurse
from Kerala incarcerated
and facing execution in Ye-
men for the murder of a lo-
cal man — sine die until any
fresh development comes
up.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Vikram Nath was told
by Additional Solicitor
General Vikramjit Banerjee
said there has been no
fresh progress to report to
the court.

Senior advocate Ragh-
enth Basant and advocate
Subhash Chandran, ap-
pearing for the family of
the nurse, also sought an
adjournment while noting
that the interventions of
the Supreme Court has

helped to save the life of
the nurse.

The Bench kept the case
pending without giving a
future date of hearing, say-
ing the petitions would be
listed if an application is
�led in the future signalling
any new turn of events
concerning the nurse.

In October last year, the
court had been informed
that a new mediator had
stepped in to facilitate dis-
cussions with the victim’s

family members for pay-
ment of blood money, per-
missible under Sharia law,
in return for a pardon.

The execution, which
had been reportedly slated
for July 16, 2025 had been
postponed following diplo-
matic interventions by the
Indian government and ef-
forts by Kanthapuram A.P.
Aboobacker Musliyar. Ms.
Nimisha Priya from Palak-
kad was sentenced to
death by a Yemeni trial
court in 2020 for the mur-
der of her Yemeni business
partner. Her appeals were
subsequently dismissed by
the appellate courts in Ye-
men. “Her only child, a 12-
year-old girl, is living in a
convent. Her mother is a
domestic helper in Ernaku-
lam and her husband is an
autorickshaw driver,” a pe-
tition on her behalf had
stated.
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