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Thiruvananthapuram Today

33ºC Morning will be 
comfortable. Day will be warm. 
Spell of light to moderate rain 
and thundershower with gusty 
winds to occur.

Thiruvananthapuram Tomorrow    

34ºC Spell of light to moderate 
rain and thundershower with 
gusty winds to occur.  The 
weather will be warm. Night 
will be comfortable. 

Timings

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

FRIDAY, MAY. 22

RISE 06:03 SET 18:35

RISE 11:28 SET 00:00

SATURDAY, MAY. 23

RISE 06:02 SET 18:35

RISE 12:20 SET 00:12

SUNDAY, MAY. 24

RISE 06:02 SET 18:35

RISE 13:10 SET 00:55
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
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responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.
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Georgekutty, the protago-
nist of the Drishyam fran-
chise, has the kind of bag-
gage that perhaps few
other onscreen criminals
have carried. He is no natu-
ral criminal. Rather, his cri-
minality is built upon his
image of a complete family
man, someone who goes to
any lengths to protect his
family.

He does not revel in
crime, though one can
read some pride in him for
always being a step ahead
of the police.

In Drishyam 3, writer-di-
rector Jeethu Joseph �rmly
places him in family situa-
tions for much of the run-
time. Georgekutty (Mohan-
lal) is busy arranging the
marriage of his elder
daughter, Anju (Ansiba
Hassan). 

Brokers come and go,
and promising proposals
fall through, with the fami-
ly’s dark past remaining as
a barrier to many. Some
anonymous souls in the
neighbourhood are also
trying to spoil the marriage
plans. 

Integral to plot 
The marriage itself is inte-
gral to the plot develop-
ment. 

So much so that the �lm
could have come with the

tag line - The Story of an
Arranged Marriage.

Jeethu appears to be
steering away from expec-
tations associated with the
Drishyam franchise,
choosing to expand further
on how a criminal act
changes the lives of all
those connected with it
rather than serving the au-
dience with mind-numb-
ing twists, which he over-
did in some of his recent
outings. 

Georgekutty might have
had the last laugh in the
�rst part, but in both se-
quels, he is constantly wor-
ried about the price that

his family will have to pay
for the act, even though he
is courageous enough to
have produced a movie
based on the real-life inci-
dent. 

The question of wheth-
er the police will reopen
the cold case again is on
the minds of all the princi-
pal players. 

Missteps galore 
Drishyam 3 delves deep in-
to Georgekutty’s character
to see how life’s vicissi-
tudes have taken a toll on
him and those around him.
One interesting tangent is
that Georgekutty is un-

aware of the struggles of
those who aided him in
times of trouble. Missteps
are galore, too. Especially
how one popular antago-
nist resurfaces with a com-
ical red eye, although the
actor’s performance some-
how makes up for it. A
seemingly important jour-
nalist character (Veena
Nandakumar) is intro-
duced and forgotten half-
way through. Much of the
�lm is dragged down by
the heavy-handed drama
and dialogue. Adding to
the problems is the dated
visual style.

What could have turned
into a complete disaster is
saved by a few intriguing
�ourishes in the writing
and by Mohanlal’s inter-
pretation of Georgekutty’s
mindscape.

Drishyam 3, the least ef-
fective of the three �lms,
does not feel like a page
from a thriller series, but
rather a peek into the per-
sonal diary of someone
who has not had a peaceful
day in years. But then,
there is only so much ex-
citement that can be built
from a diary entry. May D3
be the last entry, although
the makers teased the pos-
sibility of one more in the
epilogue. 

Drishyam 3 is currently
running in cinemas.

S.R. Praveen

Mohanlal is the saving grace in the
least e�ective �lm of the franchise

A still from Drishyam 3. 

FILM REVIEW

Drishyam 3 
Director: Jeethu Joseph
Cast: Mohanlal, Meena, Ansiba Hassan, Esther Anil,
Siddique, Asha Sharath

T
he National Council
of CBSE Schools
has said that school

management committee
(SMC) guidelines issued by
the Ministry of Education
are not applicable to priv-
ate and unaided schools
that do not receive any aid
or grants from the govern-
ment or local authority
concerned for meeting

their expenses. The coun-
cil, in a communication to
schools a�liated with the
CBSE, said the Union Mi-
nistry had made the clari�-
cation in the wake of con-
cerns over the
implementation of the gui-
delines, particularly with
reference to schools in the
unaided sector.

The council had raised
the matter with Union Mi-
nister for Education Dhar-
mendra Pradhan and De-

partment of School
Education and Literacy Se-
cretary Sanjay Kumar. 

The Union Ministry’s
clari�cation came on
Thursday. 

It, however, urged un-
aided schools to constitute
the SMCs to promote tran-
sparency, accountability,
and participatory
governance.

Education was a shared
responsibility of the go-
vernment, schools, pa-

rents, and the community.
Strengthening collabora-
tion among stakeholders
was essential to improving
functioning of schools and
ensuring better learning
outcomes for children, the
clari�cation said.

The National Council of
CBSE Schools expressed
hope that the clari�cation
would provide unaided
schools a better under-
standing of compliance
requirements.

SMC norms not applicable 
to unaided schools: council
National Council of CBSE Schools says Union Ministry has clari�ed on the matter. However,

schools have been urged to form SMCs to promote transparency and accountability
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An antimicrobial resis-
tance (AMR) awareness
and mitigation programme
being implemented across
Alappuzha district by the
Health department with
the active participation of
local self-government bo-
dies, has emerged as a mo-
del initiative in the coun-
try, replicable by other
States.

“Amaram’, which was
presented at the 10th na-
tional summit on Good
and Replicable Practices in
New Delhi last week, re-
ceived national attention.
Amaram was one of the
key interventions
launched in Alappuzha dis-
trict to create community-
based awareness and con-
trol measures against an-
timicrobial resistance.
Under the initiative, sever-
al model interventions
were implemented in the
health sector as well as in
local self-governments, in
coordination with multiple
departments, grounded in
the One Health concept.

The project was initially
launched in 12 grama pan-
chayats in Alappuzha. Un-
der Amaram, selected hos-
pitals were to be
developed as antibiotic-
smart hospitals and select-
ed local bodies as antibiot-
ic-literate panchayats.

Under the Kerala Antim-

icrobial Resistance Strateg-
ic Action Plan (KARSAP),
the State has conceptual-
ised how antibiotic-smart
hospitals and antibiotic-lit-
erate local self-government
institutions should be.

Antibiotic-smart hospi-
tals are health-care institu-
tions which implement a
pragmatic model of antimi-
crobial and diagnostic ste-
wardship while ensuring
compliance with standard
infection prevention and
control (IPC) practices.
These hospitals act as a
source of continuous ‘in-
formation, education, and
communication’ activities
to health-care workers and
the public. Community-
based campaigns organ-
ised according to an AMR
awareness activity calen-
dar strengthened the pro-
gramme’s foundation.

‘An abstract concept’
“Antimiocrobial resistance
is a very academic term
and an abstract concept
and it is very di�cult to
communicate to people.
People are familiar with
what an antibiotic is but
they get confused when
the concept of ‘resistance’
is introduced because it is
not the human body, but
the bacteria which be-
comes resistant to antibiot-
ics. Because AMR is a pro-
blem that develops in the
long term and is invisible,
people think that there is

no immediate threat. Thus,
getting the concept across
to the community is tough
and it becomes tougher
still to get people to change
their pill-popping beha-
viour,” a senior Health o�-
cial said.

A wide range of activi-
ties were implemented, in-
cluding training to streng-
then infection prevention
and control systems in hos-
pitals, awareness pro-
grammes on hand hygiene,
food and environmental
sanitation, and disease
prevention, as well as
large-scale initiatives on
neonatal care and pallia-
tive patient care.

100% compliance
The �rst phase prioritised
training, awareness, and
infection control. Surveys
were conducted to assess
awareness levels. Post-in-
tervention evaluations
showed hospitals achieved
100% compliance with
standards, while local self-
government bodies
achieved 90%. The second
phase saw stronger aware-
ness programmes and hos-
pital-based interventions.

Four out of the �ve anti-
biotic-literate panchayats
in Kerala are from Alap-
puzha, where 14 hospitals
have been designated as
antibiotic-smart hospitals.
E�orts are on to make all
hospitals in the district an-
tibiotic-smart.

AMR project in Alappuzha
emerges as a model initiative
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM A passenger was injured af-

ter a huge rock fell on a
KSRTC bus at Nalppatham
Mile, near Peruvantha-
nam, on the Kottarakara-
Dindigul National Highway
on Thursday around 4.45
a.m.

The passenger, identi-
�ed as Raju of Pallikkath-
ode, Kottayam, was seated
at the back of the KSRTC
bus en route to Kottayam
from Nedumkandam. 

One injured as
rock falls on bus
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An Innovation and Entre-
preneurship Development
Centre (IEDC) to streng-
then medical research and
support healthcare startup
initiatives has been
launched at the Govern-
ment MCH, Kozhikode.

IEDC centre
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