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C
ommuters and
goods carriers in
the passenger-

dense Fort Kochi-Vypeen
corridor are having a har-
rowing time due to the fre-
quent withdrawal from ser-
vice of the two roll-on
roll-o� (ro-ro) ferries oper-
ating on the stretch.

Johny Vypeen, convener
of the Vypeen Janakeeya
Kootayma, an NGO, narrat-
ed how many hundreds of
passengers remained
stranded at ro-ro jetties on
either side when both the
ro-ro ferries did not oper-
ate, during evening peak
hours on Saturday. 

“One of the vessels had
already been withdrawn
from service, with the re-
sult that the other one was
operating packed with pas-
sengers and vehicles. The
second vessel too was
pulled out of service, re-
portedly following techni-
cal snag. 

“In this situation, it is
high time the Kochi Corpo-
ration that owns the ferries
directed the Cochin Shi-
pyard to speed up con-
struction of the third ro-ro
ferry that should have

been introduced on the
stretch at least a decade
ago, considering the whop-
ping demand from passen-
gers,” he said.

At present, the Kerala
Shipping and Inland Navi-
gation Corporation
(KSINC) operates the pair
of ro-ro ferries, while there
is demand to form a special
purpose vehicle to take ov-
er their operations.

A native of Mundamveli
near Fort Kochi, Jude Tho-
mas is among the regular
commuters who are a�ect-
ed when the ferries fail to
operate. 

“There have been occa-
sions when I had to take
the convoluted road route
from Fort Kochi to Vypeen
and back, even when a sole
ro-ro ferry operated since
it would be overcrowded.
Less said the better when
both the ferries are with-
drawn from service. 

In order to prevent this,
the Kochi Corporation and
the KSINC must ensure
prompt maintenance of
the vessels and also stock
adequate quantity of spare
parts,” he said.

Aimed at ushering in un-
hindered operation of the

vessels, the Vypeen-Fort
Kochi Passengers’ Associa-
tion submitted a memo-
randum a week ago to
Mayor V.K. Minimol with a
slew of recommendations.
“Faced with the delay in in-
ducting the third ro-ro fer-
ry, the Kochi Corporation
must impose curbs on
transporting goods car-
riers on the stretch during
peak hours,” said Francis
Chammani, its president.

The Mayor said that one
of the two ro-ro vessels
would shortly be with-
drawn from service for
drydocking. 

Frequent disruption of 
ro-ro services gives 
a tough time to commuters

At present, the Kerala Shipping and Inland Navigation Corporation operates ro-ro ferries, while there is
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Owing to the delay in inducting the third ro-ro ferry, demand is rife that the Kochi Corporation

impose curbs on transporting goods carriers on the Fort Kochi-Vypeen stretch during peak hours
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Jostling for space

The city experienced heavy tra�ic snarls during the evening peak hours on Saturday. A scene from
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For Ponnan, a lottery seller
who on Saturday became
the winner of the ₹12 crore
Vishu bumper lottery, the
windfall will help him �nd
a good bride for his son, Vi-
nod. 

“It is di�cult to �nd a
bride for someone in a
poor family. Now we have
crores. Lets see if we can
get a good proposal for
him,” he said.

Lady luck smiled on Mr.
Ponnan, who has been sell-
ing lottery tickets on the
roadside for years and also
buys tickets for himself
sometimes.

Lottery seller
hits jackpot
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The government has trans-
ferred the District Collec-
tors of Alappuzha, Kollam,
Kannur, Kozhikode, Patha-
namthitta, and Palakkad.

Orders have been issued
appointing Alappuzha Col-
lector Inbasekar K. as Kera-
la Water Authority manag-
ing director. He will hold
the full additional charge
of joint project director,
Kerala Climate Resilient
Agri-Value Chain Moderni-
zation Project.

Kollam Collector Devi-
das N. has been appointed
Director of the Kerala Insti-
tute of Local Administra-
tion (KILA). He will hold
full additional charge of
managing director of Im-
pact Kerala Ltd.

Kannur Collector Arun
K. Vijayan has been posted
as Director of Industries
department. He will hold
full additional charge of
Kerala State Industrial De-
velopment Corporation
Managing Director. Kozhi-

kode Collector Snehil Ku-
mar Singh has been posted
as Director of Collegiate
Education. He will hold full
additional charge of Com-
missioner for Entrance
Examinations.

Pathanamthitta Collec-
tor Prem Krishnan S. has
been posted as Joint Secre-
tary and O�cer on Special
Duty, Health and Family
Welfare department. Pa-
lakkad Collector Madhavi-
kutty M.S. has been posted
as District Collector, Kozhi-
kode. KILA Director Niza-
mudeen A. has been post-
ed at District Collector,
Pathanamthitta. Anie Jula
Thomas, Joint Secretary
and O�cer on Special Du-
ty, Industries department,
is the Kollam Collector.
Sudhir K., Director of Col-
legiate Education, is the
Palakkad Collector.

Shaji V. Nair, Chief Exec-
utive O�cer, Cochin Smart
Mission Ltd., has been
posted as the Alappuzha
Collector.

Vishnuraj P., Director,
Industries department,

has been posted as the
Kannur Collector.

Arun S. Nair, Commis-
sioner for Entrance Exami-
nations, has been posted
as Director, Social Justice
department. He will hold
the full additional charges
of Executive Director, Kera-
la Social Security Mission
Ltd.; Chief Executive O�c-
er of Cochin Smart Mission
Ltd.; and chief executive
o�cer, Kochi Metropolitan
Transport Authority.

Sameer Kishan, Subcol-
lector, Alappuzha, has
been posted as Deputy Se-
cretary and O�cer on Spe-
cial Duty, Industries de-
partment. 

He will hold the full ad-
ditional charge of Director,
Coir Development depart-
ment. Patil Ajit Bhagawa-
trao has been posted as se-
cretary, Finance
(resources) department.
P.B. Nooh, special secre-
tary, Transport depart-
ment, has been transferred
and posted as Commis-
sioner, Goods and Services
Tax department.

Six District Collectors
transferred in reshu�e
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