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4 dead
and 5 injured in a crash between a 
train and a school bus in Belgium

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER
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Beijing 25 17 SNY
Colombo 31 26 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 26 19 SNY
London 30 19 SNY

Los Angeles  20 12 SNY
Melbourne  26 15 LC
Moscow  14 13 SNY
New York  22 17 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto  21 12 SNY
Washington  23 18 SNY

Iran fumes at US strikes, warns of consequences 
Military says strikes on southern Iran targeted missile sites and mine-laying boats, calls action defensive and restrained despite ceasefire

DUBAI

IRAN on Tuesday denounced 
US strikes a day earlier as a sign 
of  “bad faith and unreliability” 
as negotiations continue toward 
a possible deal to end the war. 
The US military has character-
ised Monday’s strikes in south-
ern Iran as defensive, saying 
targets included missile launch 
sites and boats placing mines, 
and said the US acted with “re-
straint” in light of  the week-
slong ceasefire.

Iran’s foreign ministry called 
the strikes a ceasefire violation 
and warned that Washington 
would bear responsibility for 
“all consequences,” without de-
tails. “The Islamic Republic of  
Iran will leave no act of  aggres-
sion unanswered,” it added in a 
statement. Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guard on Tuesday said it had 
shot  down and deter red  
drones and a fighter jet that en-
tered its airspace, according to 
Iran’s official Mizan news agen-
cy, which did not specify  

when the incident occurred.
It wasn’t immediately clear 

what the developments would 
mean for negotiations. The 
strikes came after Ira-
n i a n p a rl i a m e n t 
speaker Mohammad 
Bagher Qalibaf  went 
to Qatar as part of  the 
talks, which US Presi-
dent Donald Trump 
said Monday were “proceeding 
nicely.”

The strikes were the latest 
flare-up in the fragile ceasefire 

that began April 7 and has large-
ly held. Negotiations center in 
part on the Strait of  Hormuz, 
the crucial waterway off  south-

er n Iran through 
which a fifth of  the 
world’s crude oil and 
natural gas passed be-
fore the war began 
w i t h  U S - I s r a e l i 
strikes in February. 

Tehran retaliated by effectively 
closing the strait, stranding 
hundreds of  ships and shocking 
the global economy.

The UK Maritime Trade Op-
erations Center said an explo-
sion was reported on Tuesday 
morning aboard a tanker in the 
Gulf  of  Oman, which lies near 
the strait. No one was injured in 
the blast; there was no immedi-
ate information on the cause.

Besides disrupting energy 
markets, the strait’s closure is 
also squeezing fertiliser sup-
plies worldwide. 

The full impact might not be-
come clear until harvests that 
are months away. UN Food and 

Agriculture Organization Direc-
tor-General Qu Dongyu, warned 
at an event in Rome Tuesday that 
“the decisions we make now will 
determine whether this remains 
a manageable shock or evolves 
into a deeper global food security 
crisis in 2026 and 2027 and 
beyond.” 

The strait has become a key 
leverage point for Tehran along-
side its nuclear programme. 
Iran, in turn, wants the US to lift 
its blockade of  Iranian ports im-
posed on April 17. AP

Russia fires 
100 drones 
and missiles 
at Ukraine
KYIV

Russia fired more than 
100 drones and two ballis-
tic missiles at Ukraine 
overnight, the Ukrainian 
air force said Tuesday, as 
the country’s foreign min-
istry noted that Moscow’s 
recent threat to hit Kyiv 
brought nothing new.

Russia on Monday 
urged foreign citizens to 
leave the Ukrainian capi-
tal and told residents to 
steer clear of  military 
and government facili-
ties. It said that “systemic 
strikes” on Kyiv were be-
ing prepared.

Russia has regularly 
bombarded Kyiv, often 
causing dozens of  civil-
ian casualties with every 
attack, since it launched 
an all-out invasion of  
neighboring Ukraine on 
February 24, 2022.

Russia’s Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov told 
US Secretary of  State 
Marco Rubio by phone 
Monday that the US 
should evacuate its diplo-
matic staff  from Kyiv, a 
foreign ministry state-
ment said. Rubio didn’t 
say whether the US State 
Department would take 
that step, but expressed 
concern during a trip to 
India that the “terrible” 
war in Ukraine could es-
calate further. AP

HEZBOLLAH, ISRAEL MILITARY CLASH ALONG 
LITANI RIVER AHEAD OF WASHINGTON TALKS 
BEIRUT

ISRAEL’s military clashed with 
the Iranian-backed Hezbollah mili-
tant group on Tuesday along a stra-
tegic river in Lebanon as Israeli 
troops tried to push farther north, 
just three days before Lebanese 
and Israeli military delegations 
are set to meet for direct talks in 
Washington.

A previously reached ceasefire 
appeared more nominal by the 
day, complicating efforts at a 
broader peace in the Iran war, as 
Tehran wants an end to the fight-
ing to include Lebanon.

The Litani River has been a de 
facto boundary in Lebanon, with 
large areas to the south under Is-
raeli military control despite the 
Washington-brokered ceasefire in 
place for over a month. The latest 
strikes and clashes came after Is-

rael’s Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said he had authorized 

more intensive strikes targeting 
Hezbollah across Lebanon.

Meanwhile, an Israeli security 
official said the military had 
called up an additional battalion 
to Lebanon, speaking on condi-
tion of  anonymity in line with 
regulations.

Israel’s military said it struck 
more than 100 Hezbollah sites 
across southern Lebanon and the 
eastern Bekaa Valley area over-
night, saying it targeted storage fa-
cilities, command centers and ob-
servation points used to attack 
Israeli troops and residents in 
northern Israel. One strike hit the 
eastern village of  Mashghara, kill-
ing 12 people including members of  
a family, Lebanon’s state-run Na-
tional News Agency said.

Israel in recent days has inten-
sified strikes in Nabatieh city and 
province, just north of  the river. 
On Tuesday it warned city resi-
dents to leave. AP
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US cites shootout to defend WH ballroom
WASHINGTON: The US administration has urged a 
federal judge to drop a case against a ballroom being 
built at the White House, citing recent shootouts near 
the complex as proof of urgent security needs. Officials 
argued the heavily fortified facility is vital for national 
security and presidential operations. 

A man walks between destroyed buildings that were hit in Israeli  airstrikes in Burj  al-
Shemali  village near the southern port city of Tyre |  AP

Pak delays Lahore street renaming move
LAHORE

PAKISTAN’s Punjab government 
has deferred its plan to restore origi-
nal names of  roads and several 
streets in Lahore to avert backlash 
from extremist elements, an official 
said on Tuesday.

The Lahore Heritage Areas Reviv-
al (LAHR), in its recent meeting, 
jointly presided over by PML-N Pres-
ident and three-time former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif  and his 
daughter, Punjab Chief  Minister 
Maryam Nawaz, gave approval to 
the restoration of  original historical 

names of  roads and streets in La-
hore and its neighbourhood. The 
Chief  Minister’s office informed the 
media about the decision in a 
statement.

Sharif, who is not active in poli-
tics since the February 2024 elec-
tions, is the head of  the LAHR.


