
7 killed
and 3 injured in twin blasts in 
northwest Pakistan
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Toronto  21 12 SNY
Washington  23 18 SNY

TEHRAN

IRAN said it was once again 
closing the vital Strait of  Hor-
muz shipping lane on Saturday 
over Israel’s attacks in Leba-
non, calling them a violation of  
its deal with the United States 
to end the West Asia war.

Israeli troops battled Hezbol-
lah fighters while its warplanes 
conducted deadly strikes in 
Lebanon’s south on Saturday, 
hours after the United States 
announced a renewed ceasefire 
in the fighting there.

The ongoing hostilities had 
already strained the deal signed 
by US President Donald Trump 
and his Iranian counterpart 
Masoud Pezeshkian this week 
to halt the wider regional war 
on all fronts, including Leba-
non — a key demand of  
Tehran’s. 

Citing a US “breach of  con-
tract” and “the Zionist regime’s 
continuous and relentless vio-
lation of  the ceasefire in south-
ern Lebanon”, Iran’s central 
military command announced 
Saturday “that the Strait of  
Hormuz will be closed to vessel 
traffic”.

Meanwhile, the US mili-
tary’s Central Command said 
after the announcement that 
its “forces remain present and 
vigilant to ensure all aspects 
of  the agreement with Iran 
are adhered to”.

Iran seeks pact guarantees
An Iranian delegation left for 
Switzerland on Saturday after-
noon, state media reported, 
with foreign ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Baqaei saying 
they would “demand implemen-
tation of  the other party’s com-

mitments” under the 
d e a l  a s  s o o n  a s 
possible.
“Otherwise, the entire 
understanding will be 
in trouble,” he said, 
according to official 
news agency IRNA. 
After postponing a planned trip 
the day before, US Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance told Fox News on 
Saturday that he too expected to 
travel to Switzerland for talks 
in “the next couple of  days, but 
you know it’s always a delicate 
coordination dance”.

US negotiators Jared Kush-

ner and Steve Witkoff  
were already in Swit-
zerland handling 
“some of  the techni-
cal elements” and 
had reported that 
“things are going 
well”, Vance added, 

just moments before the Irani-
an announcement about the 
Hormuz strait. 

Switzerland’s foreign minis-
try confirmed unnamed foreign 
envoys there were “continuing 
their efforts to maintain the 
dialogue”, but declined to offer 
further details. AFP

Technical-level US-Iran talks to begin today, says Pak
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan said technical-level US-Iran talks aimed at 
restoring peace in West Asia will begin in Switzerland on Sunday, with 
Pakistan and Qatar acting as mediators. The discussions follow this 
week’s Islamabad memorandum, which opened a 60-day negotiation 
window and was signed by Pakistan as guarantor. US Vice President JD 
Vance said negotiators Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner were already 
in Switzerland, while Iran’s delegation was also headed there.

Iran shuts Hormuz again over Israeli 
strikes, sends team for Swiss talks
US military says forces remain present and vigilant to ensure compliance with the Iran deal

Civilians and first responders gather at the site of an Israeli  airstrike that targeted 
the southern Lebanese village of Qennarit  |  AFP

Lebanon says war  
toll tops 4,000
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s health 
ministry said Saturday that 
Israeli attacks since March 2 
when the latest Israel-
Hezbollah war began had 
reached 4,057 dead, including 
135 health and emergency 
workers, and 12,121 people 
wounded. The ministry also 
raised the toll in Israeli 
attacks on Friday from 47 to 
“a final toll of 83 martyrs and 
141 wounded”, most of them 
in south Lebanon.

Refurbished Air Force 
One unveiled by Trump
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump 
unveiled a refurbished Boeing 
747-8i, previously owned by 
Qatar, that will serve as a 
bridge Air Force One until 
Boeing delivers replacement 
aircraft in 2028. The jet, 
featuring a new red, white 
and blue livery, will begin 
commissioning flights before 
entering service next month. 
Trump said it would make a 
July 4 flyover and be used for 
next month’s NATO summit.

Israeli strike killed 
two children in Gaza
GAZA CITY: At least two 
children were killed in an 
Israeli strike on an apartment 
in Gaza City early Saturday, 
Palestinian health officials 
said. Despite an October 
ceasefire, near-daily attacks 
have continued, with more 
than 1,007 Palestinians killed 
since the truce

Zelenskyy returns Poland’s 
top honour over WWII row
WARSAW

UKRAINIAN leader Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has returned Po-
land’s highest state honor, after 
the Polish president stripped 
him of  the award as a political-
ly charged dispute over World 
War II history resurfaced. 

Ukrainians believed the or-
der “was meant for the Ukrain-
ian People and our army,” Zel-
enskyy wrote in a social media 
post explaining the gesture. 
“Today, I sent the Order back to 
the President of  Poland. I be-
lieve the future will confirm the 
respect Ukrainians deserve.”

The message published on X 
is accompanied by photos of  the 
Polish order and a postal  
receipt that it was about to be 
mailed to the Polish presiden-
tial office. 

President Karol Nawrocki de-
cided to strip Zelenskyy of  the 
Order of  the White Eagle over 
the Ukrainian leader’s decision 
to name a military unit after a 
Ukrainian paramilitary organi-
zation accused of  massacring 
Poles during WWII.

Former Polish President An-
drzej Duda bestowed the award 
on Zelenskyy in 2023 for serv-
ices to security, resilience and 

the defense of  human rights.
Zelenskyy issued a decree on 

May 26 naming a unit of  
Ukraine’s Special Operations 
Forces after the Ukrainian In-
surgent Army, or UPA, which 
operated during the 1940s and 
1950s and has been accused in 
Poland of  mass killings.

“For the majority of  Polish 
society, the Ukrainian Insur-
gent Army remains above all a 
formation responsible for cruel 
crimes against the citizens of  
the Polish Republic during 
World War II,” Nawrocki said 
in a 13-minute address on so-
cial media.  AFP

Indian jailed for 5 years for 
smuggling migrants
LONDON: An Indian man who admitted 
smuggling migrants from the UK to 
France in trucks was jailed for five years 
and three months by a court in south-
east England. Jaskirat Singh, 25, pleaded 
guilty to conspiracy to facilitate illegal 
immigration and is believed to have 
earned £185,000. Investigators uncovered 
evidence showing he coordinated drivers 
and arranged payments over several 
months. Authorities said confiscation 
proceedings would be launched.

Iran singer, 7 artists  
get 74 lashes each
PARIS: An Iranian court sentenced singer 
Parastoo Ahmadi and seven fellow 
artists to 74 lashes each over a YouTube 
livestreamed concert, according to local 
media. The group was also banned from 
artistic activities and leaving the country 
for two years. Ahmadi’s December 2024 
performance, viewed millions of times, 
featured songs referencing detained 
protesters and defied Iran’s restrictions 
on women singing publicly.
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