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Timings

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

SUNDAY, OCT. 18

RISE 06:10 SET 18:05

RISE 12:23 SET 00:00

MONDAY, OCT. 19

RISE 06:10 SET 18:04

RISE 13:08 SET 00:14

TUESDAY, OCT. 20

RISE 06:10 SET 18:04

RISE 13:51 SET 01:04

Although the Keralam go-
vernment had been main-
taining that the Adani
Group initiated its propo-
sal to sell its stake in Adani
Vizhinjam Port Private Li-
mited (AVPPL) without in-
forming it, Assembly re-
cords show that the
company had informed
the State in advance of its
plan to divest a 49% stake
in the port company. Re-
plying to an unstarred
question in the Assembly
recently, Chief Minister V.
D. Satheesan himself re-
vealed this.

Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) [CPI(M)] legis-
lators G. Stephen, V. K. Sa-
noj, Xavier Chittilappilly
and K. V. Sumesh had
asked the Chief Minister,
through an unstarred
question, whether the Ada-
ni Group had made a move
to sell its shares in the Viz-
hinjam port company
without prior government
approval. In reply to this

question, the Chief Minis-
ter merely said ‘no’.

He further clari�ed that
the AVPPL, the concessio-
naire for the development
and operation of the Viz-
hinjam International Sea-
port, has submitted an ap-
plication to transfer its
existing 49% equity stake.
This application has been
submitted to the Govern-
ment of Keralam (the con-
cessioning authority) for
prior approval, in accor-
dance with the terms and
conditions stipulated in
the concession agreement.
As per the provisions of the
agreement, any change in
ownership resulting from
the transfer of shares in the
concessionaire is subject to
the prior approval of the
concessioning authority. It
is in accordance with this
that AVPPL submitted an
application to the govern-
ment seeking prior appro-
val for the proposed transf-
er of shares, the Chief
Minister said.

The proposal for share
transfer submitted by

AVPPL, along with related
information and other rele-
vant matters falling within
the scope of the conces-
sion agreement, is current-
ly being examined by an
Empowered Committee
chaired by the Chief Secre-
tary. Further action will be
taken based on the recom-
mendations and report
submitted by this commit-
tee following a comprehen-
sive review, he said in the
reply.

However, the document
did not mention anything
about the timeline of the
events that unfolded close-
ly after the public disclo-
sure made by the Adani
Group.

The Adani Ports and
Special Economic Zone
(APSEZ) announced the
Switzerland-based MSC
Group’s decision to acquire
a 49% stake in its Vizhin-
jam port for $1.4 billion on
June 30, in what it said was
the largest foreign private
investment in domestic
port infrastructure in In-
dia. This had stirred con-

troversy in Keralam, as the
contractual agreement
mandates prior approval
from the State government
for the stake sale, although
it does not specify when
that approval must be
obtained.

Soon after the announ-
cement by the company,
Mr. Satheesan, who over-
sees the Ports portfolio, in-
formed the Assembly that
the government was neith-
er consulted nor noti�ed
prior to the �nalisation of
the transaction, while say-
ing that he learnt about the
developments through the
media. The Chief Minister
later publicly conveyed the
government’s displeasure
to the Adani Group, stress-
ing the need for adherence
to contractual obligations
and transparency in such
high-pro�le deals. Later,
four days after the public
disclosure and subsequent
controversy, the Adani
Group o�cially moved an
application seeking the
State’s consent for the
stake sale.

Adani had in advance informed
govt. of Vizhinjam port stake sale 
Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The State government has
sanctioned ₹2.46 crore for
building houses for fami-
lies displaced by the Au-
gust 2019 �oods at Vani-
yampuzha tribal
settlement at Munderi in
Nilambur taluk of Malap-
puram district.

Minister for Welfare of
Scheduled Castes, Sche-
duled Tribes and Back-
ward Classes K.A. Thulasi
announced the allocation
in the Assembly in res-
ponse to a submission by
Nilambur MLA Aryadan
Shoukath. Each family will
receive ₹6 lakh for house

construction. The project,
submitted by Integrated
Tribal Development Pro-
ject (ITDP) o�cer Vipin
Das Y. in July, has received
government approval. The
respective departments
have been directed to com-
plete the house construc-
tion and related works.

Delayed rehabilitation
The families have been al-
lotted land at Vaniyampuz-
ha equivalent in area to
what they held before the
�oods. The process of as-
signing land under the For-
est Rights Act had delayed
their rehabilitation for over
seven years.

The �oods destroyed
several houses in the settle-
ment along the Chaliyar
river, forcing families to

move to higher ground in
the forest. Seven years la-
ter, many continue to live
in temporary shelters.

The families also lack
electricity, usable toilets
and reliable access to wa-
ter. Located in a forest
area, the settlement is also
exposed to threats from
elephants and leopards.
The loss of bridges during
the �oods had also cut o�
the hamlet from the main-
land, forcing residents to
depend on bamboo rafts to
cross the river.

The new housing alloca-
tion follows years of de-
mands for rehabilitation.
The approval is expected
to enable the families to
move into permanent
homes after years in tem-
porary shelters.

Vaniyampuzha �oods: govt.
grants ₹2.46 cr. to survivors

The Hindu Bureau
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Leisure time 

With a large section of the Shanghumughom beach cordoned o� for maintenance, families 

gather on a nearby stretch of the shore for a break on Saturday. JAYAMOHAN A. 

Researchers at the Rajiv
Gandhi Centre for Biotech-
nology (BRIC-RGCB) here
have received a ₹7 crore
grant to develop an auto-
mated diagnostic device
for detecting early signs of
cervical cancer from a
blood sample. This will po-
tentially reduce the need
for invasive procedures
and specialised technical
expertise 

The project is supported
through the MAHA Med-

Tech Mission, launched by
the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation
(ANRF), Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR),
and the Gates Foundation.

The research is being
carried out at RGCB in col-
laboration with the start-
up IndZita Biotech Private
Limited, Thiruvananthap-
uram, and Karkinos
Healthcare Private Limited
(KHPL), Barshi, Maharash-
tra, an o�cial release is-
sued by RGCB said.

Beena Pillai, Director of
RGCB, said with more than

a thousand proposals were
considered for the ANRF
grant. She said she felt
proud that the RGCB’s pro-
posal was one among the
33 selected for the grant.

The proposed device is
designed to detect piRNA-
based biomarkers in blood
and analyse them using na-
nopore technology, a high-
ly sensitive molecular de-
tection platform. The aim
is to develop a rapid, auto-
mated testing system that
can eventually be operated
without the need for tech-
nical expertise.

RGCB receives ₹7 cr. to develop
cervical cancer detection device
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A minor �re broke out at
Cantonment House, the of-
�cial residence of Leader
of the Opposition Pinarayi
Vijayan, here on Saturday.
The �re reportedly broke
out in a shed behind the
Cantonment House
around 10 p.m. 

Four Fire and Rescue
Services units from Chen-
kalchoola and Chacka
reached the spot and
launched e�orts to extin-
guish the blaze. The �re
rescue personnel informed
that the �re has been
brought under control.

Fire at
Cantonment
House doused
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An inspection by the Kera-
la Water Authority (KWA)
revealed a case of water
theft where water was be-
ing illegally drawn using an
illegal pipeline connected
ahead of the meter point.

The KWA has issued a
notice to the consumer to
remit ₹2.48 lakh as water
charges and �ne. The wa-
ter utility also cut the water
connection to the building
where the theft was detect-
ed. A complaint has been
registered at the Poojappu-
ra police station, the KWA
said.

Water theft
detected
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